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Abstract
Mahimoud Darwish was the most popular and the finest modern
resistance poet of Palestine. He was regarded as the national poet
of Palestine, a true woice of woiceless Palestinians to the world
and a most precious cultural icon. Datrwish's poetty 15 replete with
the tragic saga of Palestine in form of exles, murders, sieges, and
racism, resistance and perseverance. Besides hizs brief
introduction, the article highlights his love for homeland, his
political activisin and his contribution as a resistance poet.
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"If ever anyone in history deserved the title of Poet Laureate, it was
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indeed Darwish, who spoke the trund of s people 1 a way I doubt
atyone has ever been ahle to do for any other people " ™)

o bid .._:.Jr-'"j' o
"Very few poets become the woice of ther nation and even fewer
succeed 1n transcending that to become much more. Mahmoud
Drarwish was that rare bird who crossed many skies and horizons.
With his departure, Palestine loses one of its tost precious cultural

icons, a poetic woice of umiversal echoes "L &)
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"4z long as my soul 15 alive none can stother my feeling of nostalma

to a country which I still consider as a Palestine" ( &)
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"His peetless poetry and stnbing emotion were enortnously successful
i drawing wotld attention to the plight of Palestine, galvanizing
Palestidans to thewr cause, and rallying rulions of Arabs around the
cause. All the countless millions spent on public relations campatgn by
the Israel Foreign Minstry were never a tatch to any of Darwish's

powerful poems".(I1¥)
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"The hatrowing experience of losthg his home and bethg an internal
exile 1 his land at such a young age would haunt Darwnsh's poetry and

become a central themme with nch and complex wariations running

throughout his oesuvere".(1& )
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"I tmay be a poet, but the tragedy and the amount of Palestinan blood
which has been shed 1z greater by far the any poem can express or

even comprehend" (¥ )
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"For me, the most strilang and adrirable aspect of Darwish's poetry 13
how 1t remained so resolutely humanist and universalist in the
message. Never did Darwish succumb to cheap nationalism and
chawwmnism, never did he resort to wlification of ks oppressors or the
usual jgoism o0 comtnon o politcal art and hteratore, Mewver did he
forget that his oppressor too 1s human, just like him. The
magnatimity, foroweness and humanism he exhibited 10 s work
retnain the ultinate credit to this great author,
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Throughout ethric cleansng, lwing as a second class citizen,
hetng placed under house arrest, hawing his second class citizenship
revoked, being chased and hounded from one exmle to another, being
homhed in almost each of these exles and living under countless

seiges, Darwish's humanism never succumbed" (O FA )
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You, standing at the door steps, come i/ And drnk with us our

Arabic coffee/ For vou may feel that vou are human like us. (¥9)
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